
Flightless
By Adam Dellavecchia





J.P. Bennington High School students have just gotten off the bus at the 
Central Park Zoo. They’re on a field trip, visiting the big apple from their 
rural Alabama home. Bary and Ben, the only gay couple in all of Blount 
County, hang in the back of the group.

Welp, here we are. It sure 
is nice to get away.

New York City! I hear 
they got pride parades 
every year! They even 
got gay bars, and gay 

clubs, and---



HEY! What I tell you 
queers bout that 
Gay talk!

Leave us alone, 
Jed.

*Grunts*

Okay class, we’re gonna head into 
the penguin house. Just follow 
along y’all...

Jeez, maybe because 
we live in the heart of 
bible-belt Alabama and 
we’re GAY?!?

Why’s Jed so mean to us?



Yeah... we still 
ain’t included in 
Bama’s anti-
bullyin’ laws 
anyway.

Say, wonder if these 
penguins know bout 
Rico and Kowalski?



Ms. Wilkins ushers the class over to the front of the giant penguin enclosure. 

Dozens of penguins are swimming in the water and standing on the rocks. An 

old, plump woman, the penguin house tour guide, begins to greet the class.

This way y’all!



Hi everybody, my 
name’s Christy, I’m 
the head zookeeper 
here at the Penguin 
house!

Oh that’s just great sweetie, 
would you tell us about these 
here swimmy birds?

Sure! 

Over here we got the rockhoppers, 
they’re mostly found in northern 

Antarctica... You bored yet?

Me neither. This 
lady sure is a 
bore though.

Psh...She’s just doin 
her job.

No way! I aint ever 
seen a penguin

 before!



...And over here we got Roy 
and Silo! They’re gay!

*Gasp* *Gasp*



AAAAAAH! 
Excuse me, uh ma’am. I’m afraid 
I’m not permitted to teach about 
such um, unnatural behavior. You 
see we got this law..

DONT SAY GAY!!!

Nonsense! Roy 
and Silo have 
been together 

for 15 years!

Wait, penguins are 
allowed to be gay?? Oh, yes! It’s quite 

common actually. 
You should see the 

Bonobos...

Thank you Jed, but yes. 
I’m afraid--



And who is that penguin 
with them?

That’s Tango! 
Their daughter!

THEY HAVE A KID?!?



Oh, yes! After they mated, Roy tried to 
hatch a rock as if it were his egg... 

So we felt inspired, gave them an egg, and 
they’ve raised Tango ever since!



Wait... so the penguins 
can just adopt a kid if 
they want to?

I know, I know, adoption 
agencies in Alabama are 
allowed to turn us away 

if we’re gay...

Why don’t you just sell 
them queer birds?

Young man! That would be 
ridiculous! Not to mention 
extremely homophobic.



Well back where I’m from, if you’s a queer, 
you can get fired for it. Better yet, not 
even get hired in the first place!

Well Roy and Silo happen
 to be crowd favorites!

So Roy and Silo are 
allowed to be in love, 
have a kid, get treated 
the same as everybody 
else, and people still 
like them??

I’ll be damned. You thinkin what I’m thinkin?

I wish we were penguins.

The End


